
 

  

3rd June 2020 
 
 
 
Dear parents and carers 
 
Re: Plans for the re-opening of school to Year 10 pupils on the week beginning Monday 22nd June 2020 
 
Following several weeks of uncertainty and speculation around plans to re-open schools, we believe we will 
be in a position to safely re-open Newhouse Academy to Year 10 pupils on Monday 22nd June. 
 
I have completed a detailed risk assessment which has been submitted to our solicitors, and which I believe 
will help to safeguard the health and wellbeing of your child upon their return to school. Once this has been 
approved by our solicitors, Governors and trustees, we will begin the process of re-opening school to Year 10 
pupils (please note that this is subject to change on the advice and guidance of the local authority and the 
Department for Education). 
 
It is important that I share with you some of the details of this risk assessment, including our plans for re-
opening to Year 10 pupils, so that you can make a confident and informed choice about sending your child 
back to school.  To assist you with this decision, we are also giving Year 10 pupils and their parents/carers 
the opportunity to meet with a member of the Inclusion Team, to raise any queries or concerns you may have 
prior to your child’s return. These appointments are planned to take place on: 
 
Monday 15th & Tuesday 16th June 2020 – face to face, socially distanced, meetings with the families of 
potentially vulnerable pupils, (this is by invitation only). 
 
Wednesday 17th, Thursday 18th and Friday 19th June 2020 – face to face, 30-minute pupil and parent/carer 
meeting for the remainder of Year 10 pupils.  Appointments booked via Edulink, details of how to book will be 
sent out early next week. 
 
As part of our risk assessment and to ensure the health and wellbeing of your child we will insist on: 
 

 A supermarket-style queueing system on entry to the building. 
 2 metre social distancing at all times (corridors are already marked out). 

 
We have also taken the following actions: 
 

 Reminders in classrooms and on corridors about the importance of hand washing & sanitising. 
 Sanitisation stations on entry to school and on entry to each classroom. 
 Temperature readers available on entry to school. 
 We will hold daily assemblies reminding pupils about our expectations. 
 There will be 10 pupils (maximum) and one teacher per classroom, to create a ‘bubble’ and avoid 

pupils coming into contact with others. 
 Classrooms and toilets will be cleaned after use. 
 Pupils and staff who feel unwell are being asked to remain at home until test results are received. 

 



Please note that the school will withdraw the offer of a school place to any pupil who puts 
others at risk.  
 
On the planned return of Year 10 from Monday 22nd June 2020: 
 

 Only 25% of Year 10 pupils will be invited into school at any one time (approximately 45 
pupils). 

 Pupils will attend school on an agreed day of the week from 9.30am – 11.30am (details to 
follow). 

 It would be helpful for pupils to use the toilet before they come in to school as toilets have to 
be cleaned immediately after use. 

 Lessons on the agreed day will be restricted to two 40-minute English or Maths lessons with 
a short PSHCE activity in between. 

 Non-core (Option) lessons will continue online as they have done throughout the period of 
lockdown. 

 The curriculum offer to Year 10 will be reviewed fortnightly (we will look to increase the range 
of subjects on offer in school, if and when it is safe to do so). 

 Pupils will be allowed entry into school from 9.20am (pupils will be required to sit in socially-
distanced seats in the sports hall before being escorted to lessons one class at a time). 

 Pupils will remain in the same seat in the same classroom with the same teacher for the 
duration of their time in school each day (classrooms will be cleaned after use). 

 We will provide each pupil with a pen, pencil and ruler, which will stay in the same classroom 
on the same desk. 

 Pupils will be required to complete the work set by their teachers to the best of their ability. 
 Colleagues will be on hand to support and assist vulnerable pupils or those experiencing 

anxiety around returning to school or the pandemic. 
 Staff and pupils are not required to wear uniform/formal attire during this period, however, 

sliders, open toed shoes or flip flops should not be worn in school for safety reasons and 
crop tops and revealing clothing should also be avoided.  If pupils have a mask, they will be 
permitted to wear it. 

 
In order to help with planning, we have assumed that every child from Year 10 will be taking up a 
place, however, some of you might feel that it is not safe for children to return to school at this 
moment in time and others may have a valid medical reason why they cannot come into school. 
Form teachers will be contacting families to ask if they are sending their children back, in the next 
few days, so that we can plan accordingly.  
 
I recognise that this letter is only a starting point in the process of re-opening Newhouse Academy to 
your child.  In the meantime, teachers will continue to upload personalised lessons onto the Google 
Drive for the foreseeable future.  Edulink will remain available for you to liaise directly with members 
of staff.  Your child’s form teacher will continue to make weekly contact with you to try to resolve any 
problems you might have.  We would also encourage you to take advantage of a pre-return to school 
appointment with a member of the Inclusion Team (please book via Edulink) if you have any doubts 
or concerns about sending your child back into school on the week beginning 22nd June 2020. 
 
May I take this opportunity to thank you for your ongoing support in ensuring your child is 
completing the work being set by their class teachers.  This will make a difference upon their return 
to school and may be taken into consideration in any future assessment or examination decisions 
taken by the government or examination boards. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S White 
Head of School  


