
  

  

Dear families 
 
I hope that this letter finds you and your family safe and well. 
 
As we approach the start of an unprecedented school year, I am writing to you with the important 
information you, as parents, will need to ensure your child has a safe and successful start to the 
2020/21 academic year at Newhouse Academy. 
 
As suggested in Simon White’s letter to families on the 14th July 2020, a significant amount of 
planning has taken place over the summer holidays to ensure the safe return of all students. 
 
We recognise the anxiety many of you will feel sending your children back into school for the first 
time in months and we hope that the information contained in this letter goes some way to 
reassuring you that your children will be safe and well cared for at Newhouse Academy. I will also 
provide you with various contact details at the end of this letter should you wish to ask questions that 
have not have been addressed in this letter. 
 
School Reopening: 
 
Thursday 3rd Sept: Year 7 Induction Day 
Friday 4th Sept:  Year 7 & Year 11 students in school 
Monday 7th Sept: Year 7, 10 and 11 students in school  
Tuesday 8th Sept: Year 7, 9, 10 and 11 students in school 
Wednesday 9th Sept: All year groups back in school. 
 
Year Group ‘Bubbles’: 
 
Students will be taught in year group bubbles and will be kept apart from other students in other year 
groups at all times when in the school building.  Students are allowed to mix within their own year 
group bubble, although students will still be encouraged to maintain social distancing whenever and 
wherever possible. Students should also maintain social distancing and avoid mixing with other year 
groups wherever possible on the way to and from school.  
 
The location of these year group bubbles is as follows: 
 
Year 7:  B & C Corridor (BLO1-BLO4 & CLO1-CLO4) 
Year 8:  B Corridor (BLO5-BL13) 
Year 9:  C Corridor (CLO5-CL13) 
Year 10: Science area & some specialist classrooms e.g. Art, ICT etc. 
Year 11: Technology area & some specialist classrooms e.g. Art, ICT etc. 

Start of the School Day: 

 

School will not be open to students until 8.30am (we are unable to supervise students in 5 different 

bubbles before this time). Please can we ask that you make arrangements to ensure that your child, 

wherever possible, arrives to school between 8.30am and the official school registration of 8.45am, 

after which students will receive a late mark. Your child’s form room/location will be uploaded onto 

the school website imminently, so that they know exactly which room to go to on their first day back 

in school. 
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Please note: The start times on the Year 7 Induction Day (Thursday 3rd September) are different. If 
they are in form groups L1, L2, M1 or M2 they will start at 8.45am. If they are in R1, R2, T1 or T2 
they start at 9.15am. All students will finish at 3.10pm. This only applies to the Induction Day. 
 
Student Entrance Points (from 8.30am onwards): 
 
To keep year group ‘bubbles’ apart, we require students to enter and exit the school building via the 
following five points: 
 
Year 7:  Main school entrance (by reception) 
              (On Induction Day enter via student entrance near the sports hall) 
Year 8:  The emergency exit nearest to the side car park 
Year 9:  The emergency exit nearest the Art rooms (opposite the bike shed) 
Year 10: The staff car park entrance nearest the dining room 
Year 11: The Food Technology door via the main student entrance 
 
Upon entry to the school building, all students will be expected to make their way to their form 
rooms, which will be supervised by their form teacher and Head of Year. Please note that we are 
unable to offer a breakfast service, meaning that it is absolutely essential that your child has 
breakfast before coming into school each morning.  
 
End of the School Day: 
 
Students will exit the building at the same point they entered (see above) at the following times: 
Year 7: 3.05pm                 Year 8 and 9: 3.07pm               Year 10 and 11: 3.10pm 
 
Breaks and Lunches: 
 
All breaks will be 20 minutes long and will take place during period 2. Year group ‘bubbles’ will have 
their breaks and lunches in separate areas of school (The break time rota and locations will be 
uploaded onto the school website imminently). 
 
All lunches will be 25 minutes long and will take place during period 4 (The lunchtime rota and 
locations will be uploaded onto the school website imminently). 
 
With the exception of Year 7, who will always be on middle lunch in the dining room, Years 8, 9, 10 
and 11 will alternate between having lunch in the dining room one week and the sports hall the 
following week. Whilst hot food will be available in the sports hall, the choice of options will be 
restricted. 
 
Covid Procedures and Regulations: 
 
The school website contains a link to the advice and guidance you will need if your child presents with 
Covid19 symptoms. We would ask that you read this document carefully.  
 
School Buses:  
 
The homepage of our school website provides links to Greater Manchester Travel (and their Covid 
regulations) so that you can plan your child’s safe journey to school. Please can I remind parents that 
students need to be in form for 8.45am at the latest to avoid the risk of being marked late and/or 
being placed into an after school late detention. 
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Dropping Students Off at the Start of the Day: 
 
To support us in our 8.30am school opening plans, could we please ask that parents use the one-way 
system in the staff car park in front of the school. This car park will remain free of staff cars so that 
you drop your children off safely.  
 
Collecting Students at the End of the Day: 
 
For safety reasons due to the volume of students exiting school at the end of the day, could we ask 
that parents/carers do not pick your children up outside of school and make arrangements to collect 
your children at an agreed location away from the school building. School car parks will only be 
available at the end of the day for those families whose children are clinically vulnerable or have 
Special Educational Needs or Disabilities. 
 
Road Safety: 
 
If your child is crossing Newhouse Road (or any road) to get to school, could we ask that you continue 
to remind your children about the importance of road safety. 
 
School Uniform & PE Kit: 
 
All details and instructions about school uniform and PE kit (including suppliers) for the 2020/21 
academic year can be located on our school website. https://newhouseacademy.co.uk/uniform. Can I 
remind you again that the Nike Airforce One shoe is not acceptable footwear. 
 
Ties can now be purchased from school reception between 9am and 1pm. Ties cost ₤5 and can be 
ordered via Wisepay and collected from school or purchased directly from school reception. 
 
Please note: Covid regulations have restricted our ability to allow students to use the changing rooms 
before and after PE lessons, therefore we are encouraging students who have PE on a given day to 
arrive to school dressed in their PE kit. As autumn and winter approaches, we would encourage 
students to come to school in a warm coat and a pair of plain navy blue or black (no logos, designs or 
motifs) tracksuit bottoms when taking part in PE. School uniform must be worn at all other times. 
 
School Bags and Equipment: 
 
We would like all students to come to school each day with a school bag and all of the equipment 
they will need for the school day. Pen, pencil, ruler and a scientific calculator are compulsory. To 
minimise the risk of transmission, teachers will not be able to lend or share equipment. Students 
will be able purchase school recommended calculators from the Maths department.  
 
Clinically Vulnerable Students: 
 
If you feel your child is clinically vulnerable and unable to attend school, you must contact your GP 
and obtain medical evidence to support this decision. The government expects all students to attend 
school in September. Families of non-attending students will be subject to the sanctions imposed for 
non-attendance by the local authority. The same will apply to families taking holidays during school 
time. 
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Use of School Toilets: 
 
We have a very clear plan for the cleaning/sanitisation of toilets (see risk assessment). To reduce the 
risk of Covid transmission, we would ask that students keep the use of toilets during lesson times to a 
minimum, by using the toilet only when absolutely necessary. Parents can support us with this by 
encouraging children to use the toilet before leaving for school in a morning.  
 
We would also ask that students use the toilets in school sensibly and respectfully by avoiding any 
unnecessary use of toilets, washing hands having used the toilet and by not congregating in or around 
toilet areas. 
 
The Responsibility of All Students: 
 
Our risk assessment highlights the measures we have implemented to ensure that your child can 
attend school safely. That said, we are still reliant upon the common sense and good behaviour of all 
of our students. To this end, we expect all students to take responsibility for their own safety and that 
of other students by maintaining social distancing wherever and whenever possible, by adhering to 
the school’s rule of no physical contact with other students and by following the rules and 
instructions imposed by the school and its members of staff.  
 
Please note that face coverings are not compulsory in school but students can wear one if they wish. 
Students will be expected to sanitise their hands on entering and exiting classrooms and school. 
 
Any student who deliberately contravenes these rules and expectations and by doing so places other 
students or staff at risk, will receive a fixed term exclusion. 
 
Parent Meetings and Appointments: 
 
To help maintain social distancing in the school’s reception area, we must insist that parent meetings 
are by appointment only. Please do not turn up to reception unannounced or in the hope of meeting 
with a member of staff. 
 
Finally… 
 
I hope that this letter and our school website helps to answer any questions or resolves any concerns 
you may have prior to your child starting back at Newhouse Academy in September 2020. If not, 
please direct any questions or concerns to your child’s head of year in the first instance or feel free to 
contact the school directly. All contact details can be found here: 
https://newhouseacademy.co.uk/contacts/ 
 
We are very much looking forward to welcoming our students back safely for the start of their new 
term. It is an unprecedented way to be starting a new academic year but we will do all we can to 
support our students and enable them to achieve their full potential.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
Alex Burnham (Headteacher) 
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