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GCSE (9-1)
CORE SUBJECT

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
AQA 8700 / Pearson 1ET0
& LITERATURE

What do you study?
GCSE English Language will
allow you to demonstrate the use
of English in real life, investigate
how language is used and draw
on your own experience. GCSE
English Literature offers you the
chance to study classic literature
and some contemporary novels
too.
Subject content:
1 Explorations in creative
reading and writing
2 Writers’ viewpoints and
perspectives

Why study English?
English is invaluable for your future no matter what you are aiming for. A good command of the spoken and
written word will help you every day – and benefit all your other GCSEs too. Whatever you end up doing,
English is a must have subject for college, university, work and life.

English Language: How is the course assessed?
Assessments
All texts in the examination will be unseen.
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing
Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives

English Literature: How is the course assessed?
Assessments
All assessments are closed book: any stimulus materials required will be provided as part of the assessment.
All assessments are compulsory.
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel
Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry

Who is responsible for the course?
Mrs Fraser-Kelly - Head of English.
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GCSE (9-1)
CORE SUBJECT

MATHEMATICS

Pearson 1MA1

What do you study?
There are two course paths that
you can follow:
Foundation which will study the
foundations of mathematics and
basic real world problem solving
skills.
Higher which will study more
advanced mathematics and
have a greater emphasis on
problem solving skills.
Both course paths look at the
three main areas of study:
• Statistics and Probability
• Number and Algebra
• Geometry and Measures

Why study Mathematics?
A large amount of time is spent on developing problem solving skills which can be used outside of the
classroom. This course will provide the basic skills needed to think analytically and approach real world
problems with a logical thought process.

How is the course assessed?
The course is assessed by 3 linear exams at the end of year 11.

Further Mathematics (option)
Further Mathematics is the study of subjects that will be covered in the first year of A-level Mathematics to
help bridge the gap in difficulty between GCSE and A-level.
You will study topics such as differentiation which shows how engineers use mathematical modelling to
understand and predict real life problems, such as how vehicles accelerate or how projectiles work. It also
accompanies the GCSE Mathematics exam by focusing on the problem solving skills needed to solve the
Grade 9 problems at the end of the paper.
Students who have studied this in the past have had a shared love of Mathematics, have said it helped them
to flourish at college and set them on paths towards careers in accountancy, architecture, engineering and
even medicine. If you have a keen passion for Mathematics this is the option for you!

Who is responsible for these courses?
Mr Buckley - Head of Mathematics.
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GCSE (9-1)

BIOLOGY / CHEMISTRY / PHYSICS

CORE SUBJECT

AQA 8461/8462/8463

What do you study?
In Combined Science you will learn; how to interpret the world around you in a scientific context, how to
solve scientific problems and how to analyse complex information. You will study a variety of topics in Biology,
Chemistry and Physics split into equal units making up the Combined Science GCSE and giving you two
GCSE qualifications. You will be taught a wide range of topics including: cells, infection and ecology for
biology; electricity, energy and forces for physics; and atomic structure, rates of reactions and chemical
analysis for chemistry. A small number of students will be able to choose the option of studying all three
disciplines in much greater depth and will gain three GCSE qualifications, a separate grade for each
discipline.

Why study Science?
Studying science will broaden your understanding of the world around you, may allow you to influence and
develop accepted scientific knowledge, and will give you the skills needed to approach most matters in a
reasoned and analytical manner. Science will open up a variety of further education and career options for
your future providing you with skills that will make you very employable.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Career opportunities include:
Doctors, Nurses, Dentists, Pharmacists, Biomedical scientists
Personal trainers, Physiotherapists, Sports psychologists
Electronic engineers, Sound engineers, Recording technologists
Cosmetic scientists, Industrial scientists, Chemists, Microbiologists, Perfumers
Textile designers, Fashion & footwear designers, Fashion technologists, Textile dyers
Food scientists and technologists, Nutritionists
Design & development engineers, Petrochemical engineers, Automotive electricians
Environmental scientists, Mechanics, Materials scientists
Architects, Surveyors, Structural engineers, Electricians
Teachers, Journalists, Film producers, Software designers, Publishers, Writers
Computer game developers, Music technologists, Product designers, Sound & lighting technicians

How is the course assessed?
The course is linear and will be examined at the end of year 11 via external exams. There are two papers each
for biology, chemistry and physics.

Who is responsible for the course?
Miss Cullen - Head of Science.
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NON-EXAMINED

PHSCE

CORE SUBJECT

PERSONAL, HEALTH, SOCIAL & CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION

The Key Stage 4 PHSCE programme, starting in Year 10, is designed to encourage students to reflect on their
own experiences (both in and out of school) and understand how they are developing personally and socially.
Over the course students will study a variety of topics ranging from Personal Wellbeing, Conflict Resolution,
Citizenship, British Values, through to Careers and Economic Wellbeing; all of these units have been created
specifically to prepare students for life after school.
The aim of the PHSCE programme at Newhouse Academy is to encourage students to take responsibility
and feel positive about themselves. Through participation in the PHSCE programme, we feel they will be able
to make better choices, work together with people and develop relationships, consider social and moral
dilemmas, and learn how and when to seek advice and guidance.

NON-EXAMINED
CORE SUBJECT

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Students will follow a personalised Physical Education Curriculum during Year 10 and 11. They will select
from a range of options, which will empower students and encourage them to value health and exercise. In
addition to performing different games / activities, other skills and qualities will be developed, such as
leadership, teamwork and co-operation.
Our focus is for students to leave school with the understanding and drive to maintain a healthy active
lifestyle.
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Newhouse Academy

Focused on the FUTURE

Additional
Courses
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KS4
OPTIONS

GCSE (9-1)

GEOGRAPHY

AQA 8035

What do you study?
GCSE Geography is split into three areas of study.
Students will study physical geography, human
geography and will learn fieldwork skills on a
residential fieldtrip.
Paper 1: Living with the physical environment
• The challenge of natural hazards (tectonic
hazards, weather hazards, climate change)
• The living world (ecosystems, tropical
rainforests, hot deserts)
• Physical landscapes in the UK (river
landscapes, coastal landscapes)
Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment
• Urban issues and challenges:
Studies of Rio de Janeiro and Manchester
• The changing economic world: jobs and trade
• The challenge of resource management:
energy, food and water

Paper 3: Geographical applications
• Issue evaluation: students get a pre-release
booklet of resources 12 weeks before the exam
with an issue to evaluate and make a decision on
• Fieldwork
• Geographical skills

Throughout the course students will develop their knowledge and understanding of a range of skills including
ICT, analytical skills, issue evaluation, teamwork, mapskills, presentation skills, literacy and numeracy.

Why study Geography?
Geography is one of the most important subjects given the future faced by our planet. We study issues relating
to flooding, extreme weather, rainforest clearance, climate change, sustainable living, resource management
and the changing economic world.
Geography is also the only subject that combines the science and arts subjects and it is highly sought after
by employers and universities looking for creative, adaptable and forward-thinking students. Many colleges
are impressed by the cross-curricular skills that geographers gain at GCSE including: literacy and report
writing; numeracy and graphicacy; leadership, teamwork and collaboration; independence, organisation and
management.
Geography can lead to employment in a range of careers including law, teaching, business management, town
and rural planning, the Armed Forces, environmental and biological sciences, politics, trade, tourism and
many more.

How is the course assessed?
3 exam papers in the summer of Year 11:
Paper 1: 35% of GCSE (1hr 30 min written examination) Paper 2: 35% (1hr 30 min written examination)
Paper 3: 30% (1hr 15 min written examination on issue evaluation, fieldwork techniques and skills)
* It is a requirement of the exam board that students complete fieldwork on at least two occasions. Fieldtrips,
including a one night residential, are therefore a compulsory part of the course.

Who is responsible for the course?
Please contact Mr Mair for further information.

COURSE INFORMATION GUIDE 2021 / 23

PAGE 7

GCSE (9-1)

HISTORY

WJEC Eduqas 601/8239/8

What do you study?
History GCSE covers the Middle Ages up to the present day. There is a focus on Britain and the wider world.
Students learn about how different societies have developed and build up a good understanding of how the
world we live in today was shaped.
The course covers:
• The Development of the USA, 1929-2000
• The Elizabethan Age, 1558-1603
• Changes in Health and Medicine in Britain,
• Germany in Transition, 1919 - 1939
C.500 - present day
Further information on these modules in detailed below.

Why study History?
By the end of the course students will have a good understanding of how the world we live in today was
shaped by past events. They will be able to analyse information, make judgements and form supported
arguments. The skills that they learn in History can be applied to a huge number of jobs. For example, they
learn to extract information from sources and how to produce pieces of extended writing which form a
coherent argument.
A good level of literacy is required for this GCSE, but students are fully supported in developing their skills to
the highest level possible.
Students will be encouraged to look at different perspectives and viewpoints and will be challenged to develop
their own opinions and perceptions of the world.

How is the course assessed?
There are two exams at the end of the course:
Paper 1: The Elizabethan Age and Germany in Transition.
These are depth studies looking at how Elizabeth stabilised England during the Tudor period and the rise of
Hitler after World War One.
Paper 2: The Development of the USA and Changes in Health and Medicine.
This is a period study of 20th century developments in the USA and a thematic study of how medicine has
changed over a long period of time.

Who is responsible for the course?
Please contact Mr Pye for further information.
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GCSE (9-1)

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

AQA 8062

What do you study?
We study AQA Religious Education Spec A as a full
course GCSE.
Beliefs and Practices
Paper 1 is split into four sections. These include:
• Beliefs and Teachings of Christianity
• Beliefs and Teachings of Islam
• Practices of Christianity
• Practices of Islam
Thematic Studies
Paper 2 is split into four sections. We study:
Theme B: Religion and life
This includes the philosophy of how life begins, questions of life and death (abortion and euthanasia) and
concepts of stewardship and environmentalism.
Theme D: Religion, peace and conflict
This includes causes of war, religious opinions on war and peace and the role of religions in peace keeping.
Theme E: Religion, crime and punishment
This includes reasons for criminality, types of crime, examining the point of punishment and the religious
views of topics such as the death penalty and community service.
Theme F: Religion, human rights and social justice
This includes an examination of racism, sexism and homophobia in modern society; religious responses to
equality and an exploration of prejudice and discrimination. It also includes religious views on human rights.
Students will cover samples of all of these themes throughout Year 8 and Year 9 to give them an idea of the
feel and content of this GCSE.

Why study Religious Education?
In the current climate, it is vital that we recognise the cultural differences of the human race. Students will be
challenged with questions about belief, values, meaning, purpose and truth, enabling them to develop their
own attitudes towards moral and ethical issues.
Students learn important skills such as presenting their own arguments and analysing the beliefs and viewpoints of religious and non-religious groups. They will evaluate using their own critical thinking skills what
they believe about a range of relevant and exciting case studies.
This GCSE requires students to be able to compile essay style answers as one element for each section. This
is a skill that students have already been developing throughout Year 8 and Year 9 and they will already be familiar with this style of question. This course is open to students of every ability as long as they are willing to
work hard and with determination.
Religious education can lead to employment in a range of careers, including law, teaching, journalism, media,
the Armed Forces and uniformed services as well as politics and philosophy.

How is the course assessed?
There are two exams at the end of the course. There is no coursework component to the GCSE.

Who is responsible for the course?
Please contact Ms Cowburn or Mr Heppolette for further information.

COURSE INFORMATION GUIDE 2021 / 23

PAGE 9

GCSE (9-1)

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
FRENCH AQA 8658 SPANISH AQA 8698

What do you study?
By Key Stage 4, we want our students to possess and adeptly use a broad range of topic vocabulary. In terms
of grammar, they would be able to manipulate three time frames / four tenses with reasonable ease and their
understanding of the linguistic structures would enable them to be creative with their language and adapt to
new situations. Students would also have a
secure awareness and understanding of the
culture the language originates from,
developed consistently through a vast array
of topics. They would display greater
openness to ethnic or social differences and
would have acquired a much deeper and
more mature appreciation of cultures other
than their own. Moreover, they would
recognise the relevance of learning a
language beyond a general linguistic context
and appreciate how what they have learnt in
the subject could benefit them in other
domains (for instance in understanding their
own language or culture).

Why study Languages?
Languages are among the skills most valued by employers and companies as they are usually associated with
one’s ability to convey ideas clearly, organise their thoughts and communicate efficiently. Recent scientific
studies have demonstrated that speaking a foreign language increases one’s intelligence; it also enhances
linguistic ability in your own language and it even carries health benefits! Statistically, almost all students
who go on to train in top vocational pathways such as Medicine, Dentistry or Law, have studied at least one
foreign language at GCSE level. Top universities such as Cambridge or Oxford actually demand of their
candidates to sit a language test for their entry exam (even if you did not pick languages as an option at GCSE
level).

How is the course assessed?
Students are assessed in four modules:
Speaking / Writing / Reading / Listening
Each exam accounts for 25% of the final
grade.
Students are either entered for the
Foundation Tier (grades 1 to 5)
or the Higher Tier (grades up to 9).
All exams take place at the end of Year 11,
under controlled conditions.

Who is responsible for the course?
Please contact Mr Voisin - Head of Modern Foreign Languages for further information.
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GCSE (9-1)

BUSINESS

Pearson Edexcel 1BS0

What do you study?
The course is Edexcel: Business 9-1
The course content includes:
Theme 1: Investigating small business
This is broken down into 5 topic areas which are
covered throughout Year 10. Generally, this works out
as 1 topic area per half term but will incorporate
assessments and revision time and so will run
through all 6 of the half terms of Year 10. The end of
Year 10 assessment will be a Theme 1 paper marked
and moderated internally.
1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship
1.2 Spotting a business opportunity
1.3 Putting a business idea into practice
1.4 Making the business effective
1.5 Understanding external influences on businesses
Theme 2: Building a business
This is broken down into 5 topic areas which are
covered throughout Year 11. Due to GCSE exams
during term 6, all topic areas will be covered
between September and May. There will be time to
do revision during this time.

Why study Business?
2.1 Growing the business
2.2 Making marketing decisions
2.3 Making operational decisions
2.4 Making financial decisions
2.5 Making human resource decisions
All 10 topics are assessed at the end of each unit
where feedback is given.

Business 9-1 can open up the opportunity to go into
further education and higher education to study
any business related course including Marketing,
Production, Finance and Human Resources. The
course is also a great basis for students heading
straight into an Apprenticeship when they leave
school as the course covers the basic understanding of how and why a business operates as it does.

How is the course assessed?
Both papers (Theme 1 and 2) are assessed and
marked externally. Both papers are marked out of
90 marks and have equal weighting (50% each).

Who is responsible for the course?
Please contact Miss Hart for further information.
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GCSE (9-1)

COMPUTER SCIENCE

OCR J276

What do you study?
Students who choose to study computer
science must be working at a higher level in
mathematics and science to be considered
for this course.
The course is split into 2 components:
Component 1: Computer Systems
This is focused on computer systems
covering the physical elements of
computer science and the associated
theory including storage, network design
and security, systems software as well as
the social, legal, cultural and environmental concerns.
Component 2: Computational thinking,
algorithms and programming
This component is focused on the core
theory of computer science and the
application of its principles including high
and low level programming languages,
computational logic and data representation.

Why study Computer Science?
Computer Science is a practical subject where learners can apply the knowledge and skills learned in the
classroom to real-world problems. The qualification will value computational thinking, helping learners to
develop the skills to solve problems and design systems that do so.

What can it lead to?
The skills developed during the course will be the best preparation for learners who want to go on to study
Computer Science at AS and A Level and beyond. The qualification will also provide a good grounding for other
subject areas that require computational thinking and analytical skills.

How is the course assessed?
Components 1 and 2 are assessed by two exam papers at the end of the course. Each paper is 1 hour 30 minutes
long and is worth 50% of the final mark.

Who is responsible for the course?
Please contact Mr Dorman or Mrs Nelson for further information.
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Level 2
CERTIFICATE

CREATIVE iMEDIA

Cambridge Nationals J817

Cambridge Nationals are vocational technical qualifications that have been created to support students who
want to develop practical skills and knowledge relating to digital IT careers.

What do you study?
You will study within a practical context how
to plan, design, create and evaluate a series of
products for specific audiences. You will learn
to use a variety of software including image
editing, image creation, web design and multimedia.

The course in broken down into 4 units, each
worth 25% of the final grade.
Unit 1 - Pre-production skills - a 1 hour 15 min exam taken in Year 11
Unit 2 - Creating digital graphics - coursework
Unit 3 - Creating interactive multi-media products - coursework
Unit 4 - Storytelling with a comic script

Why study IT iMedia?
If you are interested in IT and Digital Media and want to work with computers in the future or simply want to
develop your skills further including webpage creation, graphics, animation and computing.
This course is ideal for students who want the opportunity to explore and acquire a broad understanding and
knowledge of the creative digital industries, and the ability to apply that knowledge in practical contexts. This
qualification aims to empower learners to play an active role in the digital sector rather than just being simply
consumers of digital content. iMedia is a vocational qualification aimed at creative students with a passion
for digital computer applications.

What can it lead to?
This qualification provides a broad and solid foundation for further study of various aspects of creative
computing, such as graphic design, web design, computer games design and interactive media. It also
enhances students overall digital literacy and gives them a solid foundation for future employment in a variety
of careers.

How is the course assessed?
The course is broken down into 4 units each worth 25%.
Written exam 25% / Practical computer based project development of digital products 75%
Most of the qualification is tested by coursework that’s set and marked by the teacher. This will be done
throughout the two-year course. So if your child likes project work, enjoys research and doing practical things
they may find this course is a better option than a traditional GCSE.

Who is responsible for the course?
Please contact Mrs Nelson for further information.
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GCSE (9-1)

ELECTRONICS

WJEC Eduqas 603/0776/6

What do you study?
The content of the course will be taught through a number of assignments and investigations.
The 3 main areas covered are:
• Discovering Electronics
• Applications of Electronics
• Electronic System Project (Controlled Assessment)
Students will build working examples of these products and use computer simulation and other prototyping
methods to help develop their subject knowledge. ICT will be a feature of the course; students will be shown
how to write programs and to control electronic products and will use Computer Aided Design (CAD) and
Computer Aided Manufacture (CAM).

Why study GCSE Electronics?
As the world becomes ever more automated, we find ourselves using more and more electronic products and
the demand to develop new electronic products is constantly increasing. This course will give you a good
foundation in the world of electronics and programmable technologies and has close links to Mathematics,
Science (Physics) and Computer Science, so it is most suited towards students who wish to follow post 16
courses in these areas.
This course requires students to be committed to problem solving and have a desire to understand how
electronic products work and how they can improve them.

How is the course assessed?
Project work (controlled assessment) 20%
Final examination (online assessment) 80%

Who is responsible for the course?
Please contact Mr Hirst for further information.
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LEVEL 2
TECHNICAL AWARD

GRAPHIC DESIGN

NCFE 603/0845/X

What do you study?
Unit 1
Learners will study the 6 components of Graphic Design. They will experiment with a range of materials and
techniques.
Unit 2
Learners will explore a range of graphic designers work. They will choose a designer and create a design
influenced by their work.
Unit 3
Students will be given a design brief from which they will conduct independent research, create ideas and
produce a final design.
Unit 4
Students will create a graphic design portfolio and explore creative techniques, industrial practice and
presentation methods.

Why study Graphic Products?
Graphic design is a very exciting, creative and interesting subject to study. It can lead to a wide range of
careers in any design, modelling and manufacturing industry. These include, graphic design, architecture,
set design, packaging design, printing and model making.
This course is designed to develop your communication, presentation skills and ICT through designing and
creative practice.

How is the course assessed?
4 units of coursework and a 10 hour controlled design task.

Who is responsible for the course?
Please contact Mr Hirst or Miss Lane for further information.
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GCSE (9-1)

FOOD PREPARATION
& NUTRITION

AQA 8585

What do you study?
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is a
new, exciting and creative course which
focuses on practical cooking skills to ensure
students develop a thorough understanding
of nutrition, food provenance and the
working characteristics of food materials. At
its heart, this qualification focuses on
nurturing students' practical cookery skills to
give them a strong understanding of
nutrition. There are five core topics covered
during the course. Students will develop and
learn a selection of food preparation skills
relevant to each of the five core topics.
1. Food, nutrition and health – Macro Nutrients, Micro Nutrients, Nutritional Needs and Health.
2. Food science – Cooking of food, Heat Transfer and the Functional and Chemical Properties of Food.
3. Food safety – Food Spoilage, Contamination and the Principles of Food Safety.
4. Food choice – Factors affecting Food Choice, British and International Cuisines, Sensory Evaluation, Food
Labelling and Marketing.
5. Food provenance – Environmental Impacts in the Food industry, Sustainability of Food, Food Processing
and Food Production.

Why study Food Preparation and Nutrition?
Studying GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition can lead to exciting and well paid career options. Consumers
are becoming increasingly reliant on the food industry to develop solutions for their nutritional needs. This
course could lead you into roles such as:
•
•
•
•

Dietician
Chef
Nutritionist
Environmental manager

•
•
•
•

Recipe designer
Food analyst
Microbiologist
Quality Manager

How is the course assessed?

For more information on
careers please visit
www.tastycareers.org.uk
PLEASE NOTE: Students will be required to provide
their own ingredients for practical lessons.

EXAM: Paper 1: Food preparation and nutrition (50%)
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
NON- EXAM ASSESSMENT (NEA): Task 1: Food investigation (15%) Written Report
Students' understanding of the working characteristics, functional and chemical properties of ingredients.
Students will submit a written report (1,500–2,000 words).
NON- EXAM ASSESSMENT (NEA): Task 2: Food preparation assessment (35%) Written Portfolio of Students'
knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, cooking, presentation of food
and application of nutrition related to the chosen task.
Students will submit a written portfolio (15 A4 pages) including photographic evidence.

Who is responsible for the course?
Please contact Miss Pelle (Food Preparation Teacher) for further information.
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GCSE (9-1)

ART AND DESIGN

AQA 8202

What do you study?
• Drawing, painting, sculpture, ceramics
• Installation, lens / light-based media, photography and PhotoShop
• Printmaking, mixed media, collage and graphic communication

Why study Art?
Studying GCSE Art and Design will help you to develop intellectual, imaginative, creative and intuitive skills.
The majority of students studying art at GCSE have a passion for art at KS3 with many students progressing
to art related courses at higher education in a wide variety of fields. This course is particularly suitable for
students who wish to pursue Art and Design and other related courses at a higher level as it teaches a good
range of practical, working skills. It also allows students to develop enquiring minds and an enthusiasm and
understanding of all aspects of Art and Design, which is an essential requirement for entry for many courses
in higher education.
Post 16 - The UK creative industry is the fastest growing employment sector and currently generates more
than £100bn a year to the UK economy. The number of jobs in the UK creative industries tops two million and
continues to grow.

How is the course assessed?
Two portfolios are produced over the duration of the course:
Portfolio 1 = 60% of final grade (over 16 months, September year 10 until December year 11)
Portfolio 2 = 40% of final grade (over 5 months, January year 11 until May year 11)
The final two day exam at the end of year 11 is equal to 9% of the total grade for the course. Classwork and
homework, produced over the two years is equal to 91% of the total grade.

Who is responsible for the course?
Mr Graham - Head of Art and Photography.
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GCSE (9-1)

PHOTOGRAPHY

AQA 8206

What do you study?
• Documentary photography, photojournalism,
narrative photography, reportage
• Fine Art photography, photographic installation
• Photography involving a moving image - (television,
film, and animation)
• New media practice such as computer manipulated
photography and photographic projections

Why study Photography?
As well as the “transferable skills” that are actually hugely
relevant to the study of photography (decision making,
digital understanding, communication, self-confidence,
presentation, collaboration, self-analysis, research and
marketing skills) which are all essential elements of a
professional photographer’s practice, photography today
provides the alphabet for an international language that
informs all forms of global interaction. By understanding
that alphabet, you can create your own journey within the
new media environment. That may or may not be as a
photographer.
Post 16 - UK creative industry is the fastest growing
employment sector and currently generates more than
£100bn a year to the UK economy. The number of jobs in
the UK creative industries tops two million and continues
to grow.

How is the course assessed?
Two portfolios are produced over the duration of the
course:
Portfolio 1 = 60% of final grade (over 16 months,
September year 10 until December year 11)
Portfolio 2 = 40% of final grade (over 5 months, January
year 11 until May year 11)
Work produced for the final two day exam at the end of year 11 feeds into portfolio 2 coursework. Classwork
and homework, produced over the 2 years, totals 100% of the student grade.

Who is responsible for the course?
Mr Graham - Head of Art and Photography.
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BTEC LEVEL 1/2
FIRST AWARD

MUSIC

Pearson 600/6818/8

What do you study?
You will develop the skills to be able to create your
own music and to play a musical instrument. You
will also learn about how the music industry works
by studying the diverse range of jobs and all of the
organisations involved in every part of music
production and its commercial use.
You will create a music product of your own,
through which you will learn about product
management, the creative and recording process,
and how to promote and market music. You also
get to choose what you study by undertaking
specialist projects in areas of personal interest.
For example: becoming a music producer; being an events organiser; being a professional performer; working
behind the scenes at live events, as a part of the technical and production team; or, roles in music publishing,
marketing and promotion. You will also get to visit real organisations to investigate first-hand how the industry
operates.

Why study Music?
BTEC Music not only presents the chance for you to pursue your musical interests and passions, but will open
your mind to the breadth of employment opportunities that you may not even realise exist. The course is
designed to cater for both students who wish to perform or create their own music, and students who have
an interest in other aspects of the music industry, like artist management, record companies, live music
venues, or online streaming. The course is wide and varied and allows you to tailor your study to your personal
interests.
With a music industry that is worth £6 billion to the UK economy and for decades has been one of our biggest
and most successful global exports, the growth of technology and music streaming platforms makes this an
exciting time to either study or take your first steps into a career in music.

How is the course assessed?
The course is 75% coursework and 25% examination. There are four Units for the course - two compulsory
and two optional. For optional Units you choose projects in areas of personal interest. Compulsory Units
include the Music Industry exam - a one hour written paper - and the Managing a Music Product project,
where you create, manage and market a music product from start to finish.
All coursework projects are assessed through a portfolio of evidence to demonstrate how you have developed
your skills and knowledge. Evidence is in the form of recorded music you have either created or played, as
well as written descriptions of the processes you went through to produce your music. You can also present
coursework portfolios in many forms, as a paper-based project or online with your own blog or any other
platform that allows you to be make the most of multi-media.

Who is responsible for the course?
Mr Woolham - Head of Expressive Arts and course teacher.
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BTEC LEVEL 1/2

PERFORMING ARTS

TECH AWARD

ACTING PATHWAY

Pearson 603/0406/6

What do you study?
Students will be taught through a varied
selection of workshops, performance
projects and design workshops. Topics
that will be covered include classical and
contemporary theatre acting techniques,
acting for media and Playwright, theatre
form, styles and genre study, technical
theatre, design for theatre, published text
and abstract devised performance work.
Students will attend the theatre to watch
a range of theatrical productions to help
shape their own work. The course is designed to develop students understanding of the performance and production
industry whilst developing confidence
and self-awareness.

Why study Drama?
The qualification is designed to provide students with a strong foundation in acting and performance
technique, performance appreciation and creative ability. Students will take part in technique classes, creative
workshops, rehearsals and performances. The vocational nature of the course ensures that students develop
the practical and theoretical skills required to progress onto college level education. This course will also
develop a strong understanding of the technical and production demands of theatre creation.

How is the course assessed?
Although there is an emphasis on practical exploration and application of performance skills, there is also a
strong emphasis on written communication. This includes portfolios, design presentations, mood boards,
essays, theatre reviews, evaluations and working records of rehearsal and development.
2 Internal exams and 1 external exam
Students are assessed on a continuous basis through rehearsal and performance workshops and a student
portfolio. Students will have opportunities to respond to a range of assignment briefs throughout the two
years.
Internal Examinations / Assignments:
Devised Theatre Project, From Page to Stage, Performance Showcase, Characterisation assignment to name
a few .
External Acting Examination:
Responding to a brief set by the examination board students will produce a piece of original theatre using all
the skills they have learned through their studies.

Who is responsible for the course?
Please contact Mr Woolham - Head of Expressive Arts or Mrs Leonard - Teacher of Dance and Drama.
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BTEC LEVEL 1/2

PERFORMING ARTS

TECH AWARD

DANCE PATHWAY

Pearson 603/0406/6

What do you study?
Students will be taught through a varied
selection of workshops, performance
projects and design workshops. Topics
that will be covered include practitioner
study, choreography, a range of dance
styles including contemporary, lyrical,
Jazz and street dance. Students will
attend the theatre to watch a range of
theatrical productions to help shape their
own work. The course is designed to
develop understanding of the performance and production industry whilst developing confidence and self-awareness.

Why study Dance?
The qualification is designed to provide students with a strong foundation in movement, dance performance
technique, performance appreciation and creative ability. Students will take part in technique classes, creative
workshops, rehearsals and performances. The vocational nature of the course ensures that students develop
the practical and theoretical skills required to progress onto college level education. This course will also
develop a strong understanding of the technical and production demands of theatre creation.

How is the course assessed?
Although there is an emphasis on practical exploration and application of performance skills, there is also a
strong emphasis on written communication. This includes portfolios, design presentations, mood boards,
essays, theatre reviews, evaluations and working records of rehearsal and development.
2 Internal exams and 1 external exam
Students are assessed on a continuous basis through rehearsal and performance workshops and a student
portfolio. Students will have opportunities to respond to a range of assignment briefs throughout the two
years.
Internal Examinations / Assignments:
Devised Theatre Project, Practitioner Study – set dance piece, Performance Showcase, Interpretive skills,
Musical Theatre (Optional), Choreography and dance skills.
External Dance Examination:
Responding to a brief set by the examination board students will produce a piece of original theatre using all
the skills they have learned through their studies.

Who is responsible for the course?
Please contact Mr Woolham - Head of Expressive Arts or Mrs Leonard - Teacher of Dance and Drama.
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GCSE (9-1)

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

OCR J587

What do you study?
Students will study a range of topic areas and learn to apply their learning to practical scenarios. Topics
include Health, Fitness and performance investigating how exercise and outside factors can affect them.

Why study GCSE Physical Education?
GCSE Physical Education is a fun and exciting subject to learn. You will participate in a wider variety of sports
such as kayaking, skiing, sailing and climbing. In theory lessons you will experience high quality interactive
teaching and learning, which will develop your knowledge and understanding of the body and how exercise
can affect performance, fitness and health.

This qualification can lead to opportunities in the leisure industry, coaching, education, physiotherapy and
many more sports specific roles.

How is the course assessed?
30% of the overall grade is practical and 10% is coursework. You will be assessed in a wide variety of sports
and your best 3 sports scores will make up your grade.
60% is assessed by the external examination.

Who is responsible for the course?
Please contact Mr Jeffrey for further information.
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LEVEL 1/2
AWARD

SPORT SCIENCE

Cambridge Nationals J812

What do you study?
This qualification is designed for students with an interest in Elite Sports performance development. It will
provide students the opportunity to study key areas of sports science including anatomy and physiology
linked to fitness, health, injury and performance; the science of training and application of training principles,
and psychology of sports and sports performance.
The objectives of the course are to:
•
•
•
•

Develop a range of skills through involvement in sport and physical activity in different contexts and roles.
Develop students ability to apply theoretical knowledge to practical situations.
Get a better understanding of the sports industry.
Increase awareness of how to stay involved in sport including different careers and roles within sport and
physical activity.

Why study Sport Science?
Studying this course will allow students to focus on an applied study of the sports sector. Experience breadth
and depth of study, incorporating a significant core of knowledge and theoretical content, which is broadranging experience opportunities to acquire a number of practical and technical skills for example:
•
•
•
•

Communication
Problem-solving skills
Interpreting information
Research skills

• Teamwork
• Planning
• Health and safety

How is the course assessed?
The qualification includes 4 units:
•
•
•
•

Reducing the risks of sports injuries, which is the only examination unit
Applying principles of training
The body's response to physical activity
Sports Psychology / nutrition

Who is responsible for the course?
Please contact Mr Jeffrey for further information.
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