
CO
U

RS
E 

IN
FO

RM
AT

IO
N

 G
U

ID
E

20
24

 / 
26

YEAR 9 
OPTIONS
newhouseacademy.co.uk

Focused on 
the FUTURE



Focused on the FUTURE



 
 
 
English ................................................................ 
Mathematics ...................................................... 
Biology / Chemistry / Physics ......................... 

 
 
PHSCE ................................................................ 
Physical Education ........................................... 

 
 
 
Geography .......................................................... 
History ................................................................ 
Religious Education .......................................... 
Further Maths ..................................................... 
Spanish ............................................................... 
Computer Science ............................................. 
IT - Digital Information Technology ................ 
Engineering ........................................................ 
Construction  ..................................................... 
Design & Technology  ....................................... 
Food Preparation & Nutrition ........................... 
Art & Design ....................................................... 
Photography ....................................................... 
Music ................................................................... 
Performing Arts - Acting .................................. 
Performing Arts - Dance .................................. 
Physical Education ...........................................

Core Curriculum

Optional Choices

CONTENTS

COURSE INFORMATION GUIDE  2024 / 26

Non-Examined Core Curriculum

1 
2 
3 

 
 
4 
4 

6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23Sports Studies ...................................................



OPTION CHOICES

Focused on the FUTURE



What do you study?

GCSE English Language will 
allow you to demonstrate the use 
of English in real life, investigate 
how language is used and draw 
on your own experience. GCSE 
English Literature offers you the 
chance to study classic literature 
and some contemporary novels 
too. 

Subject content: 
1 Explorations in creative 
reading and writing 
2 Writers’ viewpoints and 
perspectives 

Why study English? 

English is invaluable for your future no matter what you are aiming for. A good command of the spoken and 
written word will help you every day – and benefit all your other GCSEs too. Whatever you end up doing, 
English is a must have subject for college, university, work and life. 

English Language: How is the course assessed? 

Assessments 
All texts in the examination will be unseen. 
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives 

English Literature: How is the course assessed? 

Assessments 
All assessments are closed book: any stimulus materials required will be provided as part of the assessment. 
All assessments are compulsory. 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel 
Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry 

Who is responsible for the course? 

Please contact Miss Birtles for further information. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
& LITERATURE
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What do you study?

There are two course paths that 
you can follow: 

Foundation which will study the 
foundations of mathematics and 
basic real world problem solving 
skills. 

Higher which will study more 
advanced mathematics and 
have a greater emphasis on 
problem solving skills. 

Both course paths look at the 
three main areas of study: 

Statistics and Probability•
Number and Algebra•
Geometry and Measures•

Why study Mathematics? 

A large amount of time is spent on developing problem solving skills which can be used outside of the 
classroom. This course will provide the basic skills needed to think analytically and approach real world 
problems with a logical thought process. 

How is the course assessed? 

The course is assessed by 3 linear exams at the end of year 11. 

Who is responsible for these courses? 

Please contact Mr Buckley for further information. 

MATHEMATICS
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What do you study?

In Combined Science you will learn; how to interpret the world around you in a scientific context, how to 
solve scientific problems and how to analyse complex information.  You will study a variety of topics in Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics split into equal units making up the Combined Science GCSE and giving you two 
GCSE qualifications. You will be taught a wide range of topics including: cells, infection and ecology for 
biology; electricity, energy and forces for physics; and atomic structure, rates of reactions and chemical 
analysis for chemistry.  There is also the option of taking three separate sciences thus gaining three GCSE 
qualifications - Biology, Chemistry and Phyics. 

Why study Science?

Studying science will broaden your understanding of the world around you, may allow you to influence and 
develop accepted scientific knowledge, and will give you the skills needed to approach most matters in a 
reasoned and analytical manner. Science will open up a variety of further education and career options for 
your future providing you with skills that will make you very employable. 

    Career opportunities include: 
Doctors, Nurses, Dentists, Pharmacists, Biomedical scientists•
Personal Trainers, Physiotherapists, Sports Psychologists•
Electronic Engineers, Sound Engineers, Recording Technologists•
Cosmetic Scientists, Industrial Scientists, Chemists, Microbiologists, Perfumers•
Textile Designers, Fashion & Footwear Designers, Fashion Technologists, Textile Dyers•
Food Scientists and Technologists, Nutritionists•
Design & Development Dngineers, Petrochemical Engineers, Automotive Electricians•
Environmental Scientists, Mechanics, Materials Scientists•
Architects, Surveyors, Structural Engineers, Electricians•
Teachers, Journalists, Film Producers, Software Designers, Publishers, Writers•
Computer Game Developers, Music Technologists, Product Designers, Sound & Lighting Technicians•

How is the course assessed? 

The course is linear and will be examined at the end of year 11 via external exams. There are two papers each 
for biology, chemistry and physics. 

Who is responsible for the course? 

Please contact Mr Mundy for further information. 

BIOLOGY / CHEMISTRY / PHYSICS
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The Key Stage 4 PHSCE programme, starting in Year 10, is designed to encourage students to reflect on their 
own experiences (both in and out of school) and understand how they are developing personally and socially. 

Over the course students will study a variety of topics ranging from Personal Wellbeing, Conflict Resolution, 
Citizenship, British Values, through to Careers and Economic Wellbeing; all of these units have been created 
specifically to prepare students for life after school. 

The aim of the PHSCE programme at Newhouse Academy is to encourage students to take responsibility 
and feel positive about themselves. Through participation in the PHSCE programme, we feel they will be able 
to make better choices, work together with people and develop relationships, consider social and moral 
dilemmas, and learn how and when to seek advice and guidance.

Students will follow a broad and balanced curriculum including activities such as Rugby, Football, Health 
and Fitness, Athletics, Zumba, Trampolining, Cricket, Badminton, Table-tennis, Softball…

Core PE plays an essential role in Key Stage 4 as students continue to develop their understanding of how 
being active can improve physical, emotional and social well-being. Our aim is to develop confidence, 
competence and provide opportunities for competition.

Focused on the FUTURE PAGE 4
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What do you study?

GCSE Geography is split into three areas of study. 
Students will study physical geography, human 
geography and will learn fieldwork skills on a 
residential fieldtrip. 

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment 

The challenge of natural hazards (tectonic•
hazards, weather hazards, climate change)
The living world (ecosystems, tropical•
rainforests, hot deserts)
Physical landscapes in the UK  (river•
landscapes, coastal landscapes)

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment 

Urban issues and challenges:•
Studies of Rio de Janeiro and Manchester
The changing economic world: jobs and trade•
The challenge of resource management:•
energy, food and water

Throughout the course students will develop their knowledge and understanding of a range of skills including 
ICT, analytical skills, issue evaluation, teamwork, mapskills, presentation skills, literacy and numeracy. 

Why study Geography?

Geography is one of the most important subjects given the future faced by our planet. We study issues relating 
to flooding, extreme weather, rainforest clearance, climate change, sustainable living, resource management 
and the changing economic world. 

Geography is also the only subject that combines the science and arts subjects and it is highly sought after 
by employers and universities looking for creative, adaptable and forward-thinking students. Many colleges 
are impressed by the cross-curricular skills that geographers gain at GCSE including: literacy and report 
writing; numeracy and graphicacy; leadership, teamwork and collaboration; independence, organisation and 
management. 

Geography can lead to employment in a range of careers including Law, Teaching, Business Management, 
Town and Rural Planning, the Armed Forces, Environmental and Biological Sciences, Politics, Trade, Tourism 
and many more. 

How is the course assessed? 

3 exam papers in the summer of Year 11: 

Paper 1: 35% of GCSE (1hr 30 min written examination) Paper 2: 35% (1hr 30 min written examination) Paper 
3: 30% (1hr 30 min written examination on issue evaluation, fieldwork techniques and skills) 

* It is a requirement of the exam board that students complete fieldwork on at least two occasions. Fieldtrips,
including a one night residential, are therefore a compulsory part of the course.

Who is responsible for the course? 

Please contact Miss Foster for further information. 

Paper 3: Geographical applications 

Issue evaluation: students get a pre-release•
booklet of resources 12 weeks before the exam
with an issue to evaluate and make a decision on
Fieldwork•
Geographical skills•

GEOGRAPHY
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What do you study?
History GCSE covers the Middle Ages up to the present day. There is a focus on Britain and the wider 
world. The course covers

• Medicine in Britain, c1250 – present and the British sector of the Western Front, 1914-1918
• Early Elizabethan England, 1558 – 88
• The American West, c1835 – c1895
• Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918 – 39

Why study History?
Students develop a firm grasp of how the world we live in today was shaped by past events and how this 
understanding enables them to become not only informed, but active citizens in society. Having the ability 
to use their historical knowledge to comment on current affairs. Students will frequently analyse 
information, make judgements and form supported arguments.

Students will be encouraged to look at different interpretations of past events. They will be challenged to 
develop their own opinions and perceptions of the world by evaluating the interpretations of others. A good 
level of literacy is required, but students are fully supported in developing their skills to the highest level 
possible. The skills developed in History can be applied to a huge number of jobs. Students that study 
History often progress to college and university to study subjects such as; History, Politics, Law, Sociology 
and Criminology.

How is the course assessed? 
Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment 
The assessment is 1 hour and 15 minutes

• The question paper is out of 52 marks 

Paper 2: Period study and British depth study 
The assessment is 1 hour and 45 minutes

• The question paper is out of 64 marks
• Two separate answer booklets 

Paper 3: Modern depth study
The assessment is 1 hour and 20 minutes

• The question paper is out of 52 marks 

Who is responsible for the course? 

Please contact Mrs Holmes for further information. 

HISTORY
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Why study Religious Education?

In our world today it is vital that we recognise the cultural differences of the human race. Students will be 
challenged with questions about belief, values, meaning, purpose and truth, enabling them to develop their 
own attitudes towards moral and ethical issues.

Students learn important skills such as presenting their own arguments and analysing the beliefs and 
viewpoints of religious and non-religious groups. Using their own critical thinking skills, they will evaluate 
what they believe about a range of relevant and exciting case studies. This GCSE requires students to be 
able to compile essay style answers as one element for each section. This course is open to students of 
every ability as long as they are willing to work hard and with determination.

Many students who study Religious Education progress onto other social sciences such as psychology, 
sociology, theology, philosophy, economics, law and politics.

Many career paths are opened up and enriched with Religious Education, any career involving working with 
others or understanding humans and the world we live in will benefit.

How is the course assessed? 

There are two exams at the end of the course. There is no coursework component to the GCSE. 
Questions are compiled of multiple choice, short-answer and extended writing essay questions. 

Who is responsible for the course? 

Please see Mrs Cowley for more information. 

What do you study?

At Newhouse Academy we follow 
the AQA Specification
A in Religious Studies.
Paper 1 is a study of Christianity 
and Islam as world religions, we 
study the origins, beliefs and 
practices of these chosen 
religions. 

These religions are chosen as they 
are the most prevalent religions 
locally, nationally and globally.

Paper 2 is our thematic studies where students apply religious knowledge, worldviews and their own views 
on the topics of; Religion, crime and punishment (why people commit crime, the aims of punishment, 
forgiveness and the death penalty). Religion and life (abortion, euthanasia, animal rights and life after 
death). The existence of God and revelation (philosophical arguments for and against the existence of 
God, miracles and suffering). Relationships and families (sexuality, marriage, divorce, parenting and 
women’s rights).

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
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What do you study?

The AQA Level 2 Certificate in Further Mathematics is an untiered Level 2 (GCSE) qualification for learners 
who thoroughly enjoy Mathematics and intend on studying it beyond school with an intention on a Maths 
based career in mind. 

Why study Further Maths?

Further Mathematics aims to fill the gap for 
high achieving students by assessing their 
higher order mathematical skills, particularly 
in algebraic reasoning, in greater depth 
without infringing upon A Level mathematics, 
thus preparing them fully to maximise their 
potential in further studies at Level 3.  

It offers the opportunity for stretch and 
challenge that builds on the Key Stage 4 
curriculum and is intended as an additional 
qualification to the GCSE Mathematics, not a 
replacement.  

The content assumes prior knowledge of the Key Stage 4 Programme of Study and covers the areas of Algebra 
and Geometry, which are crucial to further study in the subject, in greater depth and breadth. This new 
qualification places an emphasis on higher order technical proficiency, rigorous argument and problem solving 
skills. It also gives an introduction to Calculus and Matrices and develops further skills in Trigonometry, 
Functions and Graphs.  

How is the course assessed? 

AQA Level 2 Certificate in Further Mathematics is linear. Students take two question papers. Both question 
papers must be taken in the same series. 

Who is responsible for the course? 

Please contact Mr Buckley for further information. 

FURTHER MATHS
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What do you study?

The course will cover the compulsory themes of:

• My personal world
• Lifestyle and wellbeing
• My neighbourhood
• Media and technology
• Studying and my future
• Travel and tourism

Students will continue to learn effective 
communication in Spanish, studying  
vocabulary and structures to adapt to the topics 
to be studied. There will be a greater emphasis 
on grammar, to enable students to communicate 
with increased spontaneity and translate short 
texts from and into the target language. 

Why Spanish and where can Spanish lead?

There are many options available to linguists. Once you have learned one foreign language, it becomes 
easier to learn other languages. At university, you have the choice to study the language on its own, with 
another language or with other subjects. The degree combinations are vast. Many people do joint honours in 
the original language they studied and start a new language from scratch, such as Russian, Arabic or 
Chinese. 

Foreign languages also combine with any other subject, such as Law, Politics, Geography, History, Maths, 
Drama or Forensic Science. As well as becoming a translator or interpreter, linguists often work in the 
following fields:

• Journalism, Editing and Publishing
• Imports, Exports and Logistics
• Travel and Tourism
• Diplomatic Services 

How is the course assessed? 

Students will complete four examinations,
which are all equally weighted:

Listening 25% - Speaking 25% - Reading 25% - Writing 25%

All assessments will be externally marked and completed as a terminal exam at the end of Year 11. 
Students can be entered for the examinations at Foundation or Higher tier, but must sit the same tier for 
all four papers. 

Who is responsible for the course? 

Please contact Mrs Harris for further information. 

SPANISH
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What do you study?

The course is split into 2 components: 

Component 1: Computer Systems 
This is focused on computer systems 
covering the physical elements of 
computer science and the associated 
theory including storage, network design 
and security, systems software as well as 
the social, legal, cultural and environmen-
tal concerns. 

Component 2: Computational thinking, 
algorithms and programming 
This component is focused on the core 
theory of computer science and the 
application of its principles including high 
and low level programming languages, 
computational logic and data representa-
tion. 

Why study Computer Science? 

Computer Science is a practical subject where learners can apply the knowledge and skills learned in the 
classroom to real-world problems. The qualification will value computational thinking, helping learners to 
develop the skills to solve problems and design systems that do so.  

What can it lead to? 

The skills developed during the course will be the best preparation for learners who want to go on to study 
Computer Science at AS and A Level and beyond. The qualification will also provide a good grounding for other 
subject areas that require computational thinking and analytical skills.    

How is the course assessed? 

Components 1 and 2 are assessed by two exam papers at the end of the course. Each paper is 1 hour 30 minutes 
long and is worth 50% of the final mark. 

Who is responsible for the course? 
Please contact Mr Shepherd for further information.

COMPUTER SCIENCE
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BTEC Technical Awards are vocational qualifications that have been created to support students who want to 
develop practical skills and knowledge relating to digital IT careers. 

What do you study?

This qualification will cover three areas of 
study. The course in broken down into 3 units: 

Exploring User Interface Design  Principles 
and Project Planning Techniques: 
Learners will develop their understanding of 
what makes an effective user interface and 
how to effectively manage a project.  They will 
use this understanding to plan, design and 
create a user interface. 

Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data: 
Learners will understand the characteristics of data and information and how they help organisations in decision 
making.  They will use data manipulation methods to create a dashboard to present and draw conclusions from 
information. 

Effective Digital Working Practices: 
Learners will explore how organisations use digital systems and the wider implications associated with their use. 

Why study BTEC Digital Information Technology? 

The digital sector is a major source of employment in the UK. Digital skills span all industries, and almost all 
jobs in the UK today require employees to have a good level of digital literacy. The modern world expects 
digital skills to be as important as English and Maths. Having both technical skills and business understanding 
is the key to success. The BTEC qualification will allow young people the opportunity to demonstrate 
knowledge, understanding, and skills that they need to be successful in further education and employment. 

Studying BTEC Digital Information Technology can lead to a number of educational pathways including; 
A levels, Level 3 BTEC in IT and a wide range of degree level opportunities at university. 

Studying BTEC Digital Information Technology can lead to a variety of careers and opportunities including, 
Data Handler, Software Engineering, Data Analyser, IT / Network Technician, Project Planner or User Interface 
Specialist.  

How is the course assessed? 

Component 1: User Interface 
Component 2: Collecting, Presenting Data 
Component 3: Effective Digital Practices 

Who is responsible for the course? 

Please contact Mr Shepherd for further information.

DIGITAL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGYBTEC LEVEL 1/2 
TECH AWARD  

PEARSON EDEXCEL

Internal Assessment 
Internal Assessment 
External Assessment



What do you study?

In Year 10 you will study and practice a range of skills beginning with a toolbox project - this includes 
working to engineering drawings, cardboard modelling to given tolerances and practicing and evaluating 
your work. You will be able to demonstrate and recall your skills using notes, sketches and instructions.

Following on from the toolbox project, you will manufacture a range of tools including an engineers try 
square, screwdriver and multi tool - even working as a chemical engineer to galvanise your screwdriver.

Throughout your practical projects you will learn industry standard CAD (computer aided design) 
packages to innovate your ideas. Alongside this, you will work through technical knowledge topics such as 
metals and polymers, composite and smart materials, roller-coasters, smart technology and bicycles. You 
will be tested regularly on your technical knowledge through Google Forms and written assessments.

Year 11:
NEA 1 is about Manufacturing Engineering Products (40%) You will plan, assess and manufacture a 
product, set by the exam board. You will be given a set of engineering drawings to plan the making, risk 
assess, choose tools and materials to create a prototype.

NEA 2 is about Designing Engineering Products (20%). You will be given a design brief, linked to the 
project you have made in Unit 1. This will contain a 'problem' for you to then solve and redesign an element 
of the product. In the Summer of Year 11 you will sit an exam (40%). Topics will include: material 
properties, joining materials, manufacturing processes, smart technology, development of materials, 
mathematical problems and understanding the effects of engineering achievements.

Why study Level 2 Engineering?

Engineers are forward thinkers who seek to improve the world we live in.  They are a driving force in the 
UK’s economy, however, there is a considerable shortage of appropriately skilled workers in the 
engineering sector. Level 2 Engineering is an exciting course at Newhouse Academy, which encourages 
you to innovate, design and create, within a series of practical and design projects. You will learn how to 
think and work like an Engineer and gain transferable skills in logical thinking and critical analysis.

Potential careers: A range of engineering pathways (chemical, mechanical, civil and electrical), mechanic, 
project manager, site manager, materials development technician, aerospace engineering and many more. 
Post 16 options - many courses available at Bury College, Hopwood Hall College and Rochdale Sixth Form.

ENGINEERING
LEVEL 1/2 
TECHNICAL AWARD 
VOCATIONAL AWARD  
in ENGINEERING

Eduqas 
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Who is responsible for the course? 

Please contact Miss Copeland or Mr Hogg for more information. 

FOCUSED ON THE FUTURE
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What do you study?
This qualification is made up one mandatory unit, which all students will need to complete. In additional to 
this mandatory unit, at Newhouse Academy we will be studying unit 3 as our optional unit. 

Unit 1: Introduction to the Built Environment (completed by all students) You will: 

Unit 3: Constructing the Built Environment 
You will study three construction trade areas of the built environment, including planning, undertaking 
and evaluating construction tasks. 

Why study Construction? 

You will develop a range of skills which are attractive to employers, colleges and universities including 
communication, critical thinking, independent learning, research and time management.

Studying Construction can lead to many career opportunities including:
Trades such as Bricklaying, Plastering, Joinery and Plumbing;
Engineering such as Electrical, Mechanical, Public and Civil;
Professional such as Site Management, Architect, Surveyor and Quantity Surveyor.
Post 16 options - local colleges, training providers and employers offer many courses including T Levels 
and Apprenticeships.

How is the course assessed? 

You will have one exam for Unit 1 which will be worth 40% of your qualification. The exam will last 1 hour 
and 30 minutes, it will be made up of short and extended response questions. 

Unit 3 will be assessed via project work (no exam), which is worth 60% of your qualification. Here you will 
be asked to prepare and complete three trade-based tasks e.g. carpentry and joinery, tiling, painting and 
decorating. 

Who is responsible for the course? 

Please contact Mr Hogg or Miss Lane for further information. 

CONSTRUCTIONLEVEL 1/2 
TECHNICAL AWARD

Eduqas
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• Be introduced to the principles of the built environment and have the opportunity to develop the skills, 
knowledge and understanding in identifying, explaining and evaluating different ideas and concepts of 
the built environment.

• Explore a range of professional and trade roles.
• Explore some of the different structures and buildings of the built environment. 
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What do you study?

The subject content is split into three sections as follows: 

Core technical principles•
Specialist technical principles•
Designing and making principles•

Why study GCSE Design and Technology 

GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate confidently and successfully in an 
increasingly technological world. Students will gain awareness and learn from wider influences on Design 
and Technology including historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic factors. Students will 
get the opportunity to work creatively when designing and making and apply technical and practical 
expertise. 

This GCSE allows students to study core technical and designing and making principles, including a broad 
range of design processes, materials techniques and equipment. They will also have the opportunity to 
study specialist technical principles in greater depth. 

Design and Technology can lead to a range of careers including Industrial Design, Mechanical Engineer, 
Robotics Engineer, Aeronautical Engineer, Architect, Graphic Design, Interior Design, Video Game Design, 
Art Director, Web Developer and Civil Engineer.

How is the course assessed? 

Written examination: (2 hours) 50% 
Non-exam assessment (NEA): 50% 

Who is responsible for the course? 

Please contact Mr Hogg for further information. 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGYGCSE (9-1) AQA 8552
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What do you study?
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an 
exciting and creative course which focuses 
on practical cooking skills to ensure 
students develop a thorough understanding 
of nutrition, food provenance and the 
working characteristics of food materials. At 
its heart, this qualification focuses on 
nurturing students' practical skills to give 
them a strong understanding of nutrition. 
There are five core topics covered during the 
course. Students will develop and learn a 
selection of food preparation skills relevant 
to each of the five core topics.  

1. Food, nutrition and health – Macro Nutrients, Micro Nutrients, Nutritional Needs and Health.
2. Food science – Cooking of food, Heat Transfer and the Functional and Chemical Properties of Food.
3. Food safety – Food Spoilage, Contamination and the Principles of Food Safety.
4. Food choice – Factors affecting Food Choice, British and International Cuisines, Sensory Evaluation, Food
Labelling and Marketing.
5. Food provenance – Environmental Impacts in the Food industry, Sustainability of Food, Food Processing
and Food Production.

Why study Food Preparation and Nutrition?
Studying GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition can lead to exciting and well paid career opportunities. 
Consumers are becoming increasingly reliant on the food industry to develop solutions for their nutritional 
needs. This course could lead you into roles such as: 

Dietician, Chef, Nutritionist, Recipe Designer, Food Analyst, Microbiologist and Hospitality and Catering 
Roles.

For more information on careers please visit www.tastycareers.org.uk

How is the course assessed? 

EXAM: Paper 1: Food preparation and nutrition (50%)    
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

NON- EXAM ASSESSMENT (NEA): Task 1: Food investigation (15%) Written Report 
Students' understanding of the working characteristics, functional and chemical properties of ingredients. 
Students will submit a written report (1,500–2,000 words). 

NON- EXAM ASSESSMENT (NEA): Task 2: Food preparation assessment (35%) Written Portfolio of Students' 
knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, cooking, presentation of food 
and application of nutrition related to the chosen task. 
Students will submit a written portfolio (15 A4 pages) including photographic evidence.  

Who is responsible for the course? 

Please contact Miss Finlay for further information. 

FOOD PREPARATION 
& NUTRITIONGCSE (9-1) AQA 8585
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What do you study?

Drawing, painting, sculpture, ceramics•
Installation, lens / light-based media, photography and PhotoShop•
Printmaking, mixed media, collage and graphic communication•

Why study Art?

Studying GCSE Art and Design will help you to develop intellectual, imaginative, creative and intuitive skills. 
The majority of students studying art at GCSE have a passion for art at KS3 with many students progressing 
to art related courses at higher education in a wide variety of fields. This course is particularly suitable for 
students who wish to pursue Art and Design and other related courses at a higher level as it teaches a good 
range of practical, working skills. It also allows students to develop enquiring minds and an enthusiasm and 
understanding of all aspects of Art and Design, which is an essential requirement for entry for many courses 
in higher education. 

Post 16 - The UK creative industry is the fastest growing employment sector and currently generates more 
than £100bn a year to the UK economy. The number of jobs in the UK creative industries tops two million and 
continues to grow. 

How is the course assessed? 

Two portfolios are produced over the duration of the course: 

Portfolio 1 = 60% of final grade (over 16 months, September year 10 until December year 11) 
Portfolio 2 = 40% of final grade (over 5 months, January year 11 until May year 11) 

The final two day exam at the end of year 11 is equal to 9% of the total grade for the course. Classwork and 
homework, produced over the two years is equal to  91% of the total grade. 

Who is responsible for the course? 

Please contact Mr Graham for further information.

ART AND DESIGNGCSE (9-1) AQA 8202
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What do you study?

Documentary photography, photojournalism,•
narrative photography, reportage
Fine Art photography, photographic installation•
Photography involving a moving image - (television,•
film, and animation)
New media practice such as computer manipulated•
photography and photographic projections

Why study Photography? 

As well as the “transferable skills” that are actually hugely 
relevant to the study of photography (decision making, 
digital understanding, communication, self-confidence, 
presentation, collaboration, self-analysis, research and 
marketing skills) which are all essential elements of a 
professional photographer’s practice, photography today 
provides the alphabet for an international language that 
informs all forms of global interaction. By understanding 
that alphabet, you can create your own journey within the 
new media environment. That may or may not be as a 
photographer. 

Post 16 - UK creative industry is the fastest growing 
employment sector and currently generates more than 
£100bn a year to the UK economy. The number of jobs in 
the UK creative industries tops two million and continues 
to grow.  

How is the course assessed?

Two portfolios are produced over the duration of the 
course: 

Portfolio 1 = 60% of final grade (over 16 months, 
September year 10 until December year 11) 
Portfolio 2 = 40% of final grade (over 5 months, January 
year 11 until May  year 11) 

Work produced for the final two day exam at the end of year 11 feeds into portfolio 2 coursework. Classwork 
and homework, produced over the 2 years, totals 100% of the student grade. 

Who is responsible for the course?

Please contact Mr Graham for further information. 

PHOTOGRAPHYGCSE (9-1) AQA 8206
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What do you study?

You will develop the skills to be able to create your 
own music and to play a musical instrument. You 
will also learn about how the music industry works 
by studying the diverse range of jobs and all of the 
organisations involved in every part of music 
production and its commercial use.  

You will create a music product of your own, 
through which you will learn about product 
management, the creative and recording process, 
and how to promote and market music. You also 
get to choose what you study by undertaking 
specialist projects in areas of personal interest. 
For example: becoming a music producer; being an events organiser; being a professional performer; working 
behind the scenes at live events, as a part of the technical and production team; or, roles in music publishing, 
marketing and promotion. You will also get to visit real organisations to investigate first-hand how the industry 
operates. 

Why study Music? 

BTEC Music not only presents the chance for you to pursue your musical interests and passions, but will open 
your mind to the breadth of employment opportunities that you may not even realise exist. The course is 
designed to cater for both students who wish to perform or create their own music, and students who have 
an interest in other aspects of the music industry, like artist management, record companies, live music 
venues, or online streaming. The course is wide and varied and allows you to tailor your study to your personal 
interests.  

With a music industry that is worth £6 billion to the UK economy and for decades has been one of our biggest 
and most successful global exports, the growth of technology and music streaming platforms makes this an 
exciting time to either study or take your first steps into a career in music. 

How is the course assessed?

The course is 75% coursework and 25% examination. There are four Units for the course - two compulsory 
and two optional. For optional Units you choose projects in areas of personal interest. Compulsory Units 
include the Music Industry exam - a one hour written paper - and the Managing a Music Product project, 
where you create, manage and market a music product from start to finish.  

All coursework projects are assessed through a portfolio of evidence to demonstrate how you have developed 
your skills and knowledge. Evidence is in the form of recorded music you have either created or played, as 
well as written descriptions of the processes you went through to produce your music. You can also present 
coursework portfolios in many forms, as a paper-based project or online with your own blog or any other 
platform that allows you to be make the most of multi-media.  

Who is responsible for the course? 

Please contact Mr Woolham for further information.

MUSICBTEC LEVEL 1/2 
FIRST AWARD

Pearson 600/6818/8



What do you study?

Students will be taught through a varied 
selection of workshops, performance 
projects and design workshops. Topics 
that will be covered include classical and 
contemporary theatre acting techniques, 
acting for media and Playwright, theatre 
form, styles and genre study, technical 
theatre, design for theatre, published text 
and abstract devised performance work. 
Students will attend the theatre to watch 
a range of theatrical productions to help 
shape their own work. The course is de-
signed to develop students understand-
ing of the performance and production 
industry whilst developing confidence 
and self-awareness.  

Why study Drama? 

The qualification is designed to provide students with a strong foundation in acting and performance 
technique, performance appreciation and creative ability. Students will take part in technique classes, creative 
workshops, rehearsals and performances. The vocational nature of the course ensures that students develop 
the practical and theoretical skills required to progress onto college level education. This course will also 
develop a strong understanding of the technical and production demands of theatre creation.  

How is the course assessed?

Although there is an emphasis on practical exploration and application of performance skills, there is also a 
strong emphasis on written communication. This includes portfolios, design presentations, mood boards, 
essays, theatre reviews, evaluations and working records of rehearsal and development.  

2 Internal exams and 1 external exam 

Students are assessed on a continuous basis through rehearsal and performance workshops and a student 
portfolio. Students will have opportunities to respond to a range of assignment briefs throughout the two 
years.  

Internal Examinations / Assignments: 
Devised Theatre Project, From Page to Stage, Performance Showcase, Characterisation assignment to name 
a few . 

External Acting Examination: 
Responding to a brief set by the examination board students will produce a piece of original theatre using all 
the skills they have learned through their studies.  

PERFORMING ARTS
ACTING PATHWAY

BTEC LEVEL 1/2 
TECH AWARD

Pearson 603/0406/6

Who is responsible for the course? 

Please contact Mr Woolham for further information.
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What do you study?

Students will be taught through a varied 
selection of workshops, performance 
projects and design workshops. Topics 
that will be covered include practitioner 
study, choreography, a range of dance 
styles including contemporary, lyrical, 
Jazz and street dance. Students will 
attend the   theatre to watch a range of 
theatrical productions to help shape their 
own work. The course is designed to 
develop understanding of the perfor-
mance and production industry whilst  de-
veloping confidence and self-awareness.

Why study Dance?

The qualification is designed to provide students with a strong foundation in movement, dance performance 
technique, performance appreciation and creative ability. Students will take part in technique classes, creative 
workshops, rehearsals and performances. The vocational nature of the course ensures that students develop 
the practical and theoretical skills required to progress onto college level education. This course will also 
develop a strong understanding of the technical and production demands of theatre creation.  

How is the course assessed? 

Although there is an emphasis on practical exploration and application of performance skills, there is also a 
strong emphasis on written communication. This includes portfolios, design presentations, mood boards, 
essays, theatre reviews, evaluations and working records of rehearsal and development.  

2 Internal exams and 1 external exam 

Students are assessed on a continuous basis through rehearsal and performance workshops and a student 
portfolio. Students will have opportunities to respond to a range of assignment briefs throughout the two 
years.  

Internal Examinations / Assignments: 
Devised Theatre Project, Practitioner Study – set dance piece, Performance Showcase, Interpretive skills, 
Musical Theatre (Optional), Choreography and dance skills.   

External Dance Examination: 
Responding to a brief set by the examination board students will produce a piece of original theatre using all 
the skills they have learned through their studies.  

Who is responsible for the course? 

Please contact Mr Woolham for further information. 

PERFORMING ARTS
DANCE PATHWAY

BTEC LEVEL 1/2 
TECH AWARD

Pearson 603/0406/6
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What do you study?

Students will study a range of topic areas and learn to apply their learning to practical scenarios. Topics 
include Health, Fitness and performance investigating how exercise and outside factors can affect them. 

Why study GCSE Physical Education?

GCSE Physical Education is a fun and exciting subject to learn. You will participate in a wider variety of 
sports such as Kayaking, Skiing, Sailing and Climbing to compliment the more traditional sports such as 
Netball, Rugby, Football, Table-tennis and Handball. In theory lessons you will experience high quality 
interactive teaching and learning, which will develop your knowledge and understanding of the body and 
how exercise can affect performance, fitness and health. 

This qualification can lead to opportunities in the leisure industry, Coaching, Education, Physiotherapy and 
many more sports specific roles. 

How is the course assessed? 

30% of the overall grade is practical and 10% is coursework.  You will be assessed in a wide variety of sports 
and your best 3 sports scores will make up your grade. 

60% is assessed by the external examination. 

Who is responsible for the course? 

Please contact Mr Jeffrey for further information. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION Pearson Edexcel 1PE0
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What do you study?

Students will study ‘contemporary issues in sport’, such as factors influencing participation in sport and 
how organisations work to increase participation amongst key social groups, the impact of sport on 
sportsmanship, etiquette and adverse behaviours and the Olympic/Paralympic movement. ‘Performance 
and sports leadership’ and ‘Increasing awareness of Outdoor and Adventurous activities’ are also units that 
are studied on this course.

Why study Sports Studies?

This qualification will help students develop the knowledge and skills required to progress into a career in 
the sports industry as well as providing them with a valuable social-science based background if they 
choose to progress at Level 3 into a more Media or Leadership-focused course. Transferable skills, such as 
presentation skills, report writing, team working, leadership and research skills are developed on this 
course.

This qualification can lead to opportunities in the leisure industry, Coaching, Education, Physiotherapy and 
many more sports specific roles. 

How is the course assessed? 

The ‘Contemporary issues’ unit is an externally examined unit, whilst ‘Performance and Sports Leadership’ 
and ‘Increasing awareness of Outdoor and Adventurous activities’ units are coursework based and will be 
internally assessed and externally moderated.

Who is responsible for the course? 

Please contact Mr Jeffrey for further information. 

LEVEL 1/LEVEL 2 SPORTS STUDIES   Cambridge National J829
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Newhouse Road, Heywood OL10 2NT 

Telephone: 01706 369436 
Email: office@newhouseacademy.co.uk 
Headteacher: Mr A Burnham

newhouseacademy.co.uk

Newhouse Academy
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