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RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 
GCSE
A GCSE in R.E. is so much more than just a qualification; it is an 
opportunity to learn about our world, our society and the way 
religion and ethics fit in. In KS4 we study Christianity and Islam, 
looking at the key beliefs of each religion, their similarities and 
their differences. We also study arguments for and against God, 
how religious beliefs can impact medical choices, topics such as 
war and peace and crime and punishment. R.E GCSE is a 
fantastic mix of religion, philosophy, sociology, psychology, law 
and criminology and so offers a good foundation for anyone 
wishing to study these subjects at college or university.

Half of the world’s population are religious and it's fascinating 
to explore not only this, but the other beliefs in the world that 
are not influenced by religion. It helps people to understand 
human nature and it's a subject where you are free to express 
your own beliefs.  
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This year, a record 330,984 young people 
have started their D of E journey, and we 
are proud to say that some of our Year 9’s 
are part of that number. 

As they work towards their Bronze Award, 
students will have to complete four 
sections; Volunteering, Physical, Skills and 
Expedition. Through completing these 
sections, students will gain valuable 
experience, contribute to their community 
and build positive habits that will benefit 
them for many years to come. The most 
challenging  part of their award will see 
them test their team-work skills and 
resilience as they embark on their hiking 
expedition. 

The Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award



A mission to 
encourage 
personal 

discovery, self-
reliance and 

responsibility in 
an environment 

of social 
interaction and 

team work.
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YEAR 11 
GCSE EXAMS

This half-term is possibly the most important half-term of our Year 11’s time 
in education so far as they start to sit the majority of their GCSE exams. So 
far this year, our Year 11’s have impressed us with the way they have 
approached their mock exams in November and March, their attendance at 
period seven revision lessons as well as at sessions on Saturdays and in the 
school holidays and their brilliant conduct during the exams themselves. 

The ambition and resilience they have shown throughout this stressful half-
term is a credit to them and their parents and carers who support them 
outside of school. We are incredibly proud of the way they have adapted to 
changes in their timetables and school day with ease and the work they 
continue to put into their subjects both inside and outside of the classroom. 

The end is in sight and it is nearly time to say goodbye to a year group who 
we know have worked incredibly hard over the past five years to get to the 
place they are in now. 



Our 
School
Library

6



This term, we have appointed two new Reading Coordinators to plan and 
deliver a reading programme bespoke to our students. Reading is a skill 
that is fundamental, not just to succeeding in education, but to life beyond 
our academy and it is something we are passionate about at Newhouse. 

Our Reading Coordinators also oversee our new school library where 
students can go during break and lunch to read, play board games or if they 
just want to find a moment of quiet in their day. We believe that there is a  
book out there for everyone; all you have to do is find it and so, if there is a 
book you would like to read but cannot find in our library, simply ask one of 
our Reading Coordinators who will be able to order it for you. 

Looking to get involved? Throughout the rest of the year there will be a 
number of competitions to enter and a book club starting on a Monday after 
school where you will have the opportunity to read and discuss books with 
like-minded students. 

Look out for the Reading Matters updates coming next half-term for more 
information on what goes on in our library and events to get involved in.
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