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CAREERS LESSON

Do Now: Guess the career based on the word bubble below 

Discussion: 

How do you think the 
role of a social worker 
links to ‘Boys Don't 
Cry’? 

Hint: Think about what 
Dante is considering doing 
with Emma



Pre -Lesson Quiz

1. What does a Social Worker do every day?

1. How much money does a social worker make when they are 
qualified?

1. How do you become a social worker?

1. State two English skills needed to be a social worker.



What do you think being a social worker 
involves?

Social Worker!

Mindmapping: You have 2 minutes, independently to write down 
what you think a social worker does and what you need to become a 
social worker (qualifications)



How does this career link to the subject of English?

Now we are going to look at some 
skills you have learnt from this half 
term. 

TASK: working in pairs, match the 
skill to the reason why that skill is 
important in the role of a Social 
worker.



A Day in the Life of a Social Worker 

We are now going to watch a 
video from a Social worker called 
Omar.

Pay attention to how he 
becomes a social worker.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zd6mp9q

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zd6mp9q


Starting Salary: £33,000 

W orking hours: 37 hours (sometimes work  
evenings a nd weekends)

H olida y s: 28 da y s per y ea r 

Labour Market Information (LMI)

J ob a va ila bility -

● H igh dema nd for socia l workers a cross the country  
● Currently  54 jobs a dvertising for socia l workers in G rea ter Ma nchester 

(G OV )
● Most in dema nd positions: 

○ Menta l hea lth, child a nd fa mily  protection, a nd a dult/ elderly  ca re



Over the next few slides, you will be given a scenario a social worker will 
likely  fa ce in their job role. 

Y ou will need to choose how y ou respond to the situa tion using the options 
on the boa rd. 

Y ou will be told a fter y ou ha ve selected y our response which is  best wa y  to 
respond in the role a s a  socia l worker. 

Option 1: Whiteboard Situational Test 

A situa tiona l test is  a  ty pe of  a ssessment tha t evaluates how a 
person would react to hypothetical workplace scenarios.



The Situation: A Year 9 student, Alex, a quiet student, has suddenly stopped eating 
lunch. When asked, Alex lies, claiming they "don't like school dinners." You receive a 
secret tip from another student that Alex is being persistently bullied and that the 

bully was seen taking Alex's lunch money. Alex has not reported the bullying.

Would you…
A. Confront the bully immediately and demand they return the money

B. Tell Alex's parents immediately that Alex is being bullied and that you suspect money is 
being stolen. 

C. Meet with Alex privately to build trust, then gently explain that you are worried about 
their safety and want to help them tell their story. 

D. Recommend the school put Alex in a different class immediately to separate them 
without discussing it with Alex first.

Option 1: Whiteboard Situational Test 



The Situation: Your client, Maya (14), posted a mean, edited photo of another 
student (Sam) on social media with a caption using a harmful cultural stereotype. 
Sam's parents are very upset. Maya defends her actions by saying, "It was just a 

joke! I didn't mean to be prejudiced."

Would you…
A. Ask Maya why she chose the photo/stereotype, and then explore the wider harm by 

asking, "How does sharing that image make Sam feel, and how does it affect other 
students from that background?" 

B. Tell Maya her post was illegal hate speech and that she faces serious consequences. 

C. Ban Maya from all social media for six months. 

D. Arrange a public apology meeting in front of the entire class.

Option 1: Whiteboard Situational Test 



The Situation: Your client, Ben (15), tells you in secret that his 17 -year -old sibling is 
using family bill money to buy illegal drugs. Ben is scared and makes you promise to 
keep the secret, fearing legal trouble for the sibling and the family losing their home.

Would you…
A. Keep the secret completely to maintain Ben's trust. 

B. Explain to Ben that you must break confidentiality to protect the family from serious 
harm, and plan to involve another responsible adult (e.g., manager, trusted parent) for 

help. 

C. Immediately call the police to report the drug use and theft.

D. Tell Ben he must stop his sibling himself and offer him addiction resources to pass on.

Option 1: Whiteboard Situational Test 



Option 2: A Social Worker’s file

It’s now your turn to become a social 
worker! 

You will be given a case file about 
Mia. 

You must look at all the information 
to try and work out what is going on 
with Mia and find ways to support 
her. 



Post -Lesson Quiz

1. What does a Social Worker do every day?

1. How much money does a social worker make when they are 
qualified?

1. How do you become a social worker?

1. State two English skills needed to be a social worker.



Exit Ticket
1. One thing you found interesting/surprising 

—------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. State why someone would like to have this job in the future and why.

—------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. State how studying English can help you in this job/career

—------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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